
Sumac Ridge Project - Community Liaison Committee (CLC)  
Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Date:   Thursday, April 28, 2016 - 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

Location:  Manvers Community Centre, 697 Hwy 7, Bethany 

Attendees: Community CLC members: Linda Carder, Richard Holy, Garry Marnoch, Ryan Wilbee  
wpd – Jonathan Clifford, Paul Deol, Valerie Kitchell, K. Todoroff  
Stantec/Facilitator – Krista Walkey 
Audience: Attending members of the public 

Reference:  Sumac Ridge Wind Project Development 

Agenda: 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
1.1 wpd Staff 
1.2 Committee Members 

2. SLIDE PRESENTATION BY WPD 
2.1 Project Background and timeline  
2.2 CLC Description and Objectives 
2.3 Current and Upcoming Project Activities 
2.4 Environmental Concerns/ Mitigation 
2.5 Emergency Contacts and Complaints 

3. CLC DISCUSSION ITEMS 
3.1 Introduce the Terms of Reference (ToR) 
3.2 Employment Questions 
3.4 Municipal Questions 
3.5 Other topics 
3.6 Next Meeting Date, Posting of Meeting Minutes 

4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC   
5. ADJOURNMENT  

 
Community Issue Highlights: 

Q: Concern expressed regarding potential structural impacts to the Ballyduff Church 

A: Ballyduff rd. will not be widened or upgraded. There will be a pre-meeting with drivers prior to 
component delivery, and signage will be posted such that slow speeds are maintained.  

Meeting Notes: 
 
 
Krista Walkey:  

• Facilitated introductions of committee members and wpd staff 



• Provided a project overview, and reviewed the CLC’s purpose, composition and path forward.  
• Membership has been advertised a local paper, on the project website, and to residents in the 

vicinity of the project and those who have expressed interest in the project. 
• Community members can still join the CLC – the form is available on the project website  
• Purpose of the CLC: 

o To discuss construction and moving forward 
o Foster communication, and a responsibility to share information 2-ways.  
o CLC moving forward 
o Min. 2 meeting per year for 2 years 
o Minutes will be posted on the website within 2 weeks - www.sumacridgewindfarm.ca 
o Regular construction updates will be posted 
o Community members may sign up to the mailing list to receive key project updates 

 
Jon Clifford (JC)+Paul Deo (PD)l:  

• Reviewed Project timeline (see presentation)  
• Vegetation clearing commenced on Wild Turkey Rd. To be completed by April 29 on Wild 

Turkey only. 
• Work to be on hiatus for several weeks 

Valerie Kitchell:  
• Discussed some construction mitigation techniques 

 
Committee Discussion: 
Ryan Wilbee (RW):  Stated interest in potential employment opportunities for IUOE Local 793. 
K. Todoroff (KT):  To discuss process and opportunities with RW. 
 
Garry Marnoch (GM):  Asked how the purpose of the CLC can be achieved in four meetings.  
JC:  Explained that the CLC may continue the meetings if there is further interest, and that that 

interested can also be expressed to the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change 
(MOECC) 

 
GM:  Expressed concern about the decommissioning of the project, stating that it was of great 

concern to local residents. 
JC:  Explained that the project has a Decommissioning Plan Report approved by the MOECC, and 

that there were funds set aside for the purposes of decommissioning that would be used 
whether or not wpd was still operating at that time. Further explained that the cost of materials 
would be incentive alone to decommission the project. 

Linda Carder (LC):   Suggested that within 20 years’ time, technology will likely advance and there 
may be potential for repowering the project.  

Richard Holy (RH)+GM:  Asked about decommissioning and whether the foundations would be removed. 
PD+JC:  Explained that the turbines would come down, and that the foundations would be removed to a 

depth that would not interfere with use of the land (more than 1m depth). 
 

http://www.sumacridgewindfarm.ca/


RH:  Asked about the breeding bird season, and whether an inspection was undertaken in regards to 
nests.  

KT:  Explained that as far as clearing, there was freezing rain on site. Explained that even if 
construction was undertaken during the breeding bird season, wpd would be required to have a 
biologist on-site, and a buffer would have to be maintained if a nest was found.  

 
Audience member (Aud):  Asked about the life expectancy of the interconnection infrastructure. 
PD:  Stated that the life of the lines tends to be 50-75yrs 
 
RW:  Stated that he represents heavy-duty machine workers, and that he believes in the importance 

of using certified workers.  
PD:  Agreed with RW, and indicated that wpd is very interested in hiring locally. 
 
GM:  Explained that Manvers Township is an area under attack. Manvers is gone now, in spite of two 

governments committing to protect it, it is now part of CKL. Stated that we are experiencing a 
democratic deficit. Manvers is seeing – mega farms, tiling that affects drainage and causes 
flooding, Hwy 35 expansion is coming in spite of opposition. Stated that windmills are one of 
those things as well, and that citizens have been taken out of the picture.  

LC:  Expressed that if you drop 275,000 people in Canada every year, the majority of whom will 
eventually end up in Ontario, and you extrapolate that moving forward, things will change. 
Stated that 20 years is a generation. Stated that every generation wants their perfect piece of 
quiet.  

 
GM:  Further explained concerns regarding the Ballyduff Church on Ballyduff Rd. Expressed concerned 

about the potential structural impacts given the traffic and the construction as Ballyduff is 
upgraded, also causing potential harm to graves.   

PD/KT:  Explained that the road will not be widened itself, only the turning radius at Highway 35 and 
Ballyduff. Following construction, wpd will remove that widening, as it is a requirement of the 
MTO. Stated that  no strengthening or buildup is required, as the trucks that bring in the turbine 
components have quite a few axles, so it distributes the weight effectively. 

 
GM: Expressed concern around vibration, as the church is a traditional fieldstone building. 
KT:  Explained that the trucks would slow down to 20-30km an hour.  
JC:  Stated that wpd can post signage in that regard as well.  
LC:  Stated that it’s not a road that one would speed on anyway 
KT:  Explained that wpd will have a prep meeting with the drivers, and that signage will be posted.  
 
GM:  Asked why is Ballyduff Rd. is being used instead of Pitt Rd. 
KT:  Explained that there are too many hills. Ballyduff meets the incline requirements if we cut 

through on private property to avoid the incline near Wild Turkey and Ballyduff.  
 
Aud:  Asked whether the energy is being used locally. 
PD:  Explained that it helps to think of it like water put into a stream. The majority of electricity will 

be used closer before it is transmitted down. 



Aud:  Asked where the energy would come from, if it did not come from the project. 
RH:  Stated that it would be coming from Darlington or Pickering. 
Aud:  Commented that if the electricity came from the project, then we would avoid the line losses 

involved in it coming so far.  
PD:  Agreed. 
 
LC:  Asked about what the remuneration back to the City was like in terms of taxes. Expressed that 

to her, the turbines are like a casino, minus the traffic, given the benefits from tax revenue, local 
jobs, permitting fees, etc.  

JC:  Agreed, and stated that he would look up the tax revenue, and add up the permitting cost. 
RH:  Stated that the City received $192,000 for new trees. 
LC:  Asked what kind of trees. 
RH:  Explained that the City had not yet decided.  
LC:  Stated that Hydro One just took out all of her trees, with no compensation for replanting as far 

as she was aware.  
RH:  Stated that Hydro One did give the City money for trees.  
KT:  Stated that wpd we agreed on 4-1 on tree replacement.   
RH:  Stated that the minimum caliper size of 50-70mm  translating to 6-8ft size coniferous trees. 
 
RW:  Asked who pays for development, what subsidies are available, or grants. 
JC:  Explained that the developer receives no funds for development. The developer is paid for the 

electricity generated once up and running.  
RW:  Asked what the price was for the power. 
JC:  Stated that it was 13.5 cents + adjustment for inflation. 
 
RH: Asked how many days per year wpd expects the turbines to run. 
PD:  Stated that the expectation was about 2/3rd of the year. 
JC:  Explained that the turbines are available to generate up to 98% of the time. Down time may be 

due to no wind, or maintenance for example. 
 
RH:  Requested a copy of the power point presentation. 
JC:  Committed to emailing it and to posting it on the project website.  
 
RW:  Asked if there was any give back to the community. 
JC:  Explained that indirectly yes, in the form of tax, permitting fees, local jobs, local landowner 

agreements. Stated that there was no community benefit fund for this project. 
 
Aud:  Asked about whether wpd would be seeking additional membership.  
JC:  Stated that new members are welcome, and that the form is available on the website. Also 

stated that meetings are open for viewing by the public, and that assuming the meeting can be 
completed, questions from the public would be welcome.  

 
JC:  Proposed that the next meeting be late summer. 
 



GM:  Recommended mid-September, once school starts.  
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 

Follow up Items: 

• Presentation slides to be emailed to CLC members (Sent April 29th) 
• Provide Decommissioning Report to Richard Holy 
• Confirm construction mitigation methods on Ballyduff near church 
• Confirm tax and permit costs (Received from City May 16th) 
• Distribution and posting of final meeting minutes 



April 28, 2016



1.) Welcome and Project Overview1.) Welcome and Project Overview

3.) Project Timeline3.) Project Timeline

4.) Project Update: Development Status4.) Project Update: Development Status

5.) CLC Member Discussion5.) CLC Member Discussion

2.) Purpose of the CLC2.) Purpose of the CLC

6.) Comments, Concerns, Questions, Suggestions 6.) Comments, Concerns, Questions, Suggestions 



The Sumac Ridge Wind Project
A Class 4 Wind Facility with a total 
nameplate Capacity of 10.25MW

5 turbines, all located within the 
City of Kawartha Lakes

Renewable Energy Approval 
issued December 11th, 2013



Sumac Ridge Project Area



Community Liaison Meeting (CLC) 
Introduction

• Membership is open to community members. You 
can still join



Community Liaison Meeting (CLC)

Meet at least twice a year for two years

 CLC meeting provides an open forum for citizens

 CLC members Represent and communicate community 
interests

 Provide a forum for the Company to provide regular 
updates on project activities



Project Timeline



Construction began in 2016 and will continue through the fall and winter 
depending on seasonal, environmental, and regulatory aspects.

Project Timeline



Notifying the Community
We are committed to public safety, 
minimizing disruptions, and open 
communication.
wpd will strive to provide notification 
to the local community about 
construction activities and other events 
that may affect the local area.  



Notifying the Community
wild Turkey Road Construction; 15 days Notice. Will be 
provided to CKL and posted on wpd’s website at:

www.sumacridgewindfarm.ca
 We will provide notices should there be any road closures 
or delays on the road

 Notice of impending large loads and delivery (turbine 
components). 



Spring 2016 Activities

 Select vegetation 
clearing has begun 
on Wild Turkey 
Road. 

 Expected to stop by 
the end of the 
week.

 Hiatus for several 
weeks during 
breeding bird 
season.



2016 Summer/Fall Activities

 Vegetation 
Clearing
 Creation of new 
entrances or 
widening of 
existing ones.
 Access Road 
Construction
 Improving 
municipal roads



Addressing Environmental Concerns
 Bird and Bat Considerations

 Avoiding vegetation clearing during Breeding Bird  season (May 1 –Jul 15)
 Certain construction activities may take place during this period outside of 

breeding bird habitat
 Bat Colony searches

 Tree Protection
 Certified Arborist will be ensure tree protection measures are in place
 Tree Protection Fencing, 
 Identification and setbacks from Butternut trees

 Water
 Sediment fencing
 Stockpiling 30m away from water bodies
 Site revegetation



In Case of Emergency
wpd has an Emergency Response and 
Communications Plan  with procedures to 
handle emergency situations in a safe and 
efficient manner

• Dial 911Major Emergency 
Situation (Injury, fire 

etc.)

• Contact the 
Site Manager

Non‐Emergency 
Situation (Site 

concerns, equipment 
management, etc.)

City of Kawartha Lakes: 
Customer Service: 1‐888‐822‐

2225
After Hours: 1‐877‐885‐7337

wpd Canada:
905‐813‐8400
Site Manager:  
Extension: 235



Complaints
Contact wpd Canada or MOE
If you believe that a renewable energy facility is not meeting 
legal requirements contact:

Spills Action Centre
1‐800‐268‐6060

If you have questions or concerns you could also call the local 
ministry office:

Peterborough District Office
1‐800‐558‐0595

See also: https://www.ontario.ca/environment‐and‐
energy/renewable‐energy‐approvals



Agenda: CLC Member Questions
 Hiring and Employment 
Opportunities



 Next Meeting Date
 Distributing Minutes From Meeting
 Comment Follow up





E‐Mail: 
sumacridgeproject@wpd‐canada.ca
Phone Number: 
905‐813‐8400
Project Website: www.sumacridgewindfarm.ca
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