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December 3, 2012 
File: 160960605 

Attention: Doris Dumais, Director 
Ministry of the Environment 
Environmental Approvals Access & Service Integration Branch 
2 St. Clair Avenue West, Floor 12A 
Toronto ON  M4V 1L5 

Dear Ms. Dumais, 

Reference: Whittington Wind Project 
Project Design Change Addendum Information Package 

wpd Canada (wpd) is proposing to develop, construct, and operate the 6.9 megawatt (MW) Whittington Wind 
Project (the Project) in the Township of Amaranth, Dufferin County, in response to the Government of 
Ontario’s initiative to promote the development of renewable electricity in the province. 

The Renewable Energy Approval (REA) application for the Project was submitted to the Ministry of the 
Environment (MOE) on March 13, 2012 (MOE Reference No. 6776-8SJKRT). Four minor modifications have 
been made to address safety issues, municipal requests, and an omission from the original REA submission.  

This letter and its attachments provide information regarding the details of the changes, and an assessment 
of the potential environmental effects of the changes. A copy of this information has also been provided to the 
MOE Guelph District Office. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT CHANGES 

Four minor project modifications are proposed: 

1. Addition of two temporary turn around areas (near T2 and T3) – the original Project design included 
an approximately 350m access road to T3, and a 500m access road between T1 and T2 that rounded 
a corner in the southern approach to T2. The T3 access road would require a truck to back up for its 
length, with a back-out entrance onto 2nd Line; the T2 access road would require a back-up turn and 
500m northern approach to T1 before a turnaround could be completed at T1 to return to 2nd Line.  

During final detailed design, larger turnaround areas were added to allow large trucks to safely turn 
and reduce the amount of backing required during construction activities (see Figure 1.0).  Reducing 
the need for backing of large vehicles reduces the potential for negative impacts to natural features 
and health and safety of personnel on-site.  

2. Movement of the switching station location in response to municipal consultation - the Township of 
Amaranth requested that wpd comply with a setback of at least 30m from the municipal right of way. 
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This setback would facilitate snow clearing, and allow for maintenance vehicles to pull off the road 
completely when stopping at the switching station. 

3. Revision of Project mapping to correct the omission of a previously-assessed fibre optic cable from 
T2 – the proposed underground data line from T2 running east  would allow for connection of the line 
to existing infrastructure in the Township of Amaranth road allowance. The line will be buried for its 
length, and was included in the NHA assessment that was confirmed by the MNR in 2011. The line 
was also included in consideration of the placement of a participating noise receptor on the property, 
and was included on mapping as part of the Noise Assessment Report submitted as part of the REA 
application in March 2012. A Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment was not conducted on the 
proposed location; this work was completed in October, 2012, with the report being received by the 
MTCS on November 7, 2012, and entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports 
on November 15, 2012.  

4. An alternate routing for a portion of collector line extending from T1 – approximately 60m of buried 
collector line could possibly be shifted, based on conditions encountered during construction. This will 
allow for operational flexibility, to avoiding triggering the need for future amendments. Both options 
are shown on Figure 1.0  

 

CONSULTATION WITH THE MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES (MNR) AND THE MINISTRY OF 
TOURISM, CULTURE AND SPORT (MTCS) REGARDING THE DESIGN CHANGES 

MNR 
The Natural Heritage Assessment/Environmental Impact Study (NHA/EIS) confirmation letter for the Project 
was provided on July 11, 2011. The Whittington Wind Power Project Natural Heritage Assessment and 
Environmental Impact Study (NHA/EIS) Addendum was provided to the MNR on November 22, 2012 
(Attachment B).  
 
The Table below is taken directly from that provided in the NHA/EIS Addendum package.  
 
Table 1: Project Modifications and Assessment of Required Changes to the NHA/EIS  

Modificatio
n  No. 

General 
Description of 
Modification 

Change to Identification of Natural 
Features within 120 m of the New 

Project Location 

Change to Assessment of 
Impacts and Mitigation 

Measures 

Overall 
Assessment of 

Changes to 
NHA/EIS 

1 Addition of two 
temporary turn 
around areas (near 
T2 and T3) 

None. 
There are no new natural features 
within 120 m of the Project Location 
as a result of proposed modification. 
No changes are required to the 
Records Review, Site Investigation or 
Evaluation of Significance reports as 
a result of the proposed change. 
 
 
 

Not applicable. 
 
 

None required. 
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Table 1: Project Modifications and Assessment of Required Changes to the NHA/EIS  

Modificatio
n  No. 

General 
Description of 
Modification 

Change to Identification of Natural 
Features within 120 m of the New 

Project Location 

Change to Assessment of 
Impacts and Mitigation 

Measures 

Overall 
Assessment of 

Changes to 
NHA/EIS 

2 Shift of switching 
station location 

None. 
Features 5 and 6 were previously 
identified and evaluated in the 
NHA/EIS.  A site investigation and an 
evaluation of significance were 
completed for the feature. 
There are no new features within 120 
m of the Project Location as a result 
of proposed modification. 
No changes are required to the 
Records Review, Site Investigation or 
Evaluation of Significance reports as 
a result of the proposed change. 

None. 
Impacts and mitigation 
measures as discussed in the 
EIS are also applicable to the 
proposed turn around area.  
The assessment of impacts and 
mitigation measures as 
discussed in the NHA/EIS would 
not change as a result of 
proposed Project modification. 
 
 

None required. 

3 Addition of a fibre 
optic cable (data 
line) 

None. 
There are no new natural features 
within 120 m of the Project Location 
as a result of proposed modification. 
No changes are required to the 
Records Review, Site Investigation or 
Evaluation of Significance reports as 
a result of the proposed change. 

Not applicable. 
 
 

None required. 

 
The proposed turnaround areas, new switching station location, fibre optic cabling, and alternative location for 
the cable from T1 are all on actively cultivated land. The NHA/EIS Addendum determined there were no new 
impacts to natural environment features due to the Project modifications.  

MTCS 

A Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment was undertaken on the additional lands under consideration for Project 
modifications on October 11, 1012. Aboriginal monitors from Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation and 
Saugeen First Nation (under the Saugeen Ojibway Nation) attended the field program, and concurred with the 
conclusions and recommendations made by Archaeological Research Associates (ARA). That the study area 
be subjected to no further archaeological assessment.  

The Stage 2 Assessment was received by the MTCS on November 7, 2012, and was entered into the Ontario 
Public Register of Archaeological Reports on November 15, 2012. Current guidance from MTCS is that 
submitted reports without findspots are not subjected to technical review.  
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

Given that the Project Location has not changed significantly, and the potential effects of the Project 
modifications are the same, no additional potential effects or requirements for specific mitigation measures 
have been identified for the design change. The design change is a Project improvement to address 
municipal and safety concerns, while providing a degree of design flexibility in installation sites for the data 
line at T1, and can be implemented with no new net negative environmental effects.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me (contact information provided 
below) at any time. 

Regards, 

STANTEC CONSULTING LTD. 

Shawna Peddle 
Senior Project Manager 
Tel: (519) 836-6050 
Fax: (519) 836-2493 
shawna.peddle@stantec.com 

Attachment: A – Figure 1.0 
B – NHA/EIS Addendum Memo Regarding Proposed Design Change (Confirmation Letter from MNR will be provided 
once received) 
C - Additional Stage 2 Property Assessment Report and Letter from MTCS Regarding Proposed Design Change  
D - Screening Assessment of Potential Effects of the Design Change 
 

c. District Manager, MOE Guelph District 
Khlaire Parre, wpd Canada 

cm document2
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